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Democracy for Realists assails the romantic folk-theory at the heart of contemporary thinking about
democratic politics and government, and offers a provocative alternative view grounded in the actual human
nature of democratic citizens.

Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels deploy a wealth of social-scientific evidence, including ingenious
original analyses of topics ranging from abortion politics and budget deficits to the Great Depression and
shark attacks, to show that the familiar ideal of thoughtful citizens steering the ship of state from the voting
booth is fundamentally misguided. They demonstrate that voters—even those who are well informed and
politically engaged—mostly choose parties and candidates on the basis of social identities and partisan
loyalties, not political issues. They also show that voters adjust their policy views and even their perceptions
of basic matters of fact to match those loyalties. When parties are roughly evenly matched, elections often
turn on irrelevant or misleading considerations such as economic spurts or downturns beyond the
incumbents' control; the outcomes are essentially random. Thus, voters do not control the course of public
policy, even indirectly.

Achen and Bartels argue that democratic theory needs to be founded on identity groups and political parties,
not on the preferences of individual voters. Democracy for Realists provides a powerful challenge to
conventional thinking, pointing the way toward a fundamentally different understanding of the realities and
potential of democratic government.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

The book Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton
Studies in Political Behavior) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the great thing like a book Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce
Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior)? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive
Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Carlos Wesley:

Here thing why this Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government
(Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in
Political Behavior) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no publication that similar with Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce
Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior). It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in
Political Behavior) in e-book can be your alternate.

Mary Andrade:

Exactly why? Because this Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government
(Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Kevin Zavala:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not
Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) to make your reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Democracy for Realists:
Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Government (Princeton Studies in Political Behavior) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
this time.
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