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Georgia on My Mind, Rockin' Chair, Skylark, Lazybones, and of course the incomparable Star Dust--who
else could have composed these classic American songs but Hoagy Carmichael? He remains, for millions,
the voice of heartland America, eternal counterpoint to the urban sensibility of Cole Porter and George
Gershwin. Now, trumpeter and historian Richard M. Sudhalter has penned the first book-length biography of
the man Alec Wilder hailed as "the most talented, inventive, sophisticated and jazz-oriented of all the great
songwriters--the greatest of the great craftsmen."
Stardust Melody follows Carmichael from his roaring-twenties Indiana youth to bandstands and recording
studios across the nation, playing piano and singing alongside jazz greats Jack Teagarden, Benny Goodman,
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, and close friends Bix Beiderbecke and Louis Armstrong. It illuminates his peak
Hollywood years, starring in such films as To Have and Have Not and The Best Years of Our Lives, and on
radio, records and TV. With compassionate insight Sudhalter depicts Hoagy's triumphs and tragedies, and his
mounting despair as rock-and-roll drowns out and lays waste to the last days of a brilliant career.
With an insider's clarity Sudhalter explores the songs themselves, still fresh and appealing while reminding
us of our innocent American yesterdays. Drawing on Carmichael's private papers and on interviews with
family, friends and colleagues, he reveals that "The Old Music Master" was almost as gifted a wordsmith as
a shaper of melodies. In all, Stardust Melody offers a richly textured portrait of one of our greatest musical
figures, an inspiring American icon.
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From reader reviews:

William Boehme:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need
to answer that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Stardust Melody:
The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael to read.

John McCraw:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy
Carmichael as the daily resource information.

Shirley Vega:

Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Stardust
Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Robin Bone:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy
Carmichael. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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