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The riveting story of the country’s first media dynasty, the Medills of Chicago, whose power and influence
shaped the story of America and American journalism for four generations

When thirty-two-year-old former lawyer Joseph Medill bought a controlling stake in the bankrupt Chicago
Daily Tribune in 1855, he had no way of foreseeing the unparalleled influence he and his progeny would
have on the world of journalism and on American society at large.

Medill personally influenced the political tide that transformed America during the midnineteenth century by
fostering the Republican Party, engineering the election of Abraham Lincoln and serving as a catalyst for the
outbreak of the Civil War. The dynasty he established, filled with colorful characters, went on to take
American journalism by storm. His grandson, Colonel Robert R. McCormick, personified Chicago, as well
as its great newspaper, the Chicago Tribune, throughout much of the twentieth century. Robert’s cousin,
Joseph Medill Patterson, started the New York Daily News, and Joe’s sister, Cissy Patterson, was the
innovative editor of the Washington Times-Herald. In the fourth generation, Alicia Patterson founded Long
Island’s Newsday, the most stunning journalistic accomplishment of post–World War II America.

Printer’s ink raged in the veins of the Medills, the McCormicks and the Pattersons throughout a century, and
their legacy prevailed for another five decades—always in the forefront of events, shaping the intellectual
and social pulse of America. At the same time, the dark side of the intellectual stardom driving the dynasty
was a destructive compulsion that left clan members crippled by their personal demons of chronic
depression, alcoholism, drug abuse and even madness and suicide.

Rife with authentic conversations and riveting quotes, The Magnificent Medills is the premiere cultural
history of America’s first media empire. This dynamic family and their brilliance, eccentricities and ultimate
self-destruction are explored in a sweeping narrative that interweaves the family’s personal activities and
public achievements against a larger historical background. Authoritative, compelling and thoroughly
engaging, The Magnificent Medills brings the pages of history that the Medills wrote vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Katie McCants:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a publication. The book The Magnificent Medills: America's Royal Family of Journalism During a Century
of Turbulent Splendor it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not too costly but this book features high quality.

William Wood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Magnificent Medills: America's Royal Family of Journalism During a Century of Turbulent
Splendor your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one
web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Magnificent
Medills: America's Royal Family of Journalism During a Century of Turbulent Splendor giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Thomas Paine:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Magnificent Medills: America's
Royal Family of Journalism During a Century of Turbulent Splendor guide written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still uncertainty The Magnificent Medills: America's Royal Family of Journalism During a
Century of Turbulent Splendor as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Carl Harber:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know



everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide The Magnificent Medills: America's Royal Family of
Journalism During a Century of Turbulent Splendor was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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