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By 1867 black San Franciscans had gained access to public transportation. In 1869 they were granted the
right to vote by the state of California. In 1875 they fought for desegregated schools and won. Yet in 1957,
Willie Mays was initially denied the opportunity to purchase a home in an exclusive San Francisco
neighborhood because he was black.

In Black San Francisco, Albert Broussard explores race relations in a city where whites, for the most part,
were outwardly civil to blacks while denying them employment opportunities and political power.
Understanding the texture of the racial caste system, he argues, is critical to understanding why blacks made
so little progress in employment, housing, and politics despite the absence of segregation laws.

When it came to racial equality in the early twentieth century, Broussard argues, the liberal progressive
image of San Francisco was largely a facade. Illustrating how black San Franciscans struggled to achieve
equality in the same manner as their counterparts in the Midwest and East, he challenges the rhetoric of
progress and opportunity with evidence of the reality of inequality for black San Franciscans.

Black San Francisco is considerably broader in scope than any previous study of African-Americans in the
West. It provides extensive coverage of the city's black community during the Great Depression and the New
Deal, details civil rights activities from 1915 to 1954, and provides extensive biographical material on local
black leaders.

In his reconstruction of the plight of San Francisco's black citizens, Broussard reveals a population that,
despite its small size before 1940, did not accept second-class citizenship passively yet remained nonviolent
into the 1960s. He also shows how World War II was a watershed for Black San Francisco, bringing
thousands of southern migrants to the bay area to work in the war industries. These migrants, in tandem with
native black residents, formed coalitions with white liberals to attack racial inequality more vigorously and
successfully than at any previous time in San Francisco's history.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

With other case, little folks like to read book Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the
West, 1900-1954. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important the book Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Crystal Sanchez:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality
in the West, 1900-1954 as the daily resource information.

Sharon Novick:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954 provide
you with new experience in reading a book.

Julie Slocum:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 1900-1954 this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to



understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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