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[the text below needs editing and we must be careful not to say things about Dan Brown's book that could get
Springer in legal trouble]

Dan Brown’s novel, The Da Vinci Code, was first published in 2003; its sales have reached 40 million
worldwide. The book mixes a small spice of fact into a large dollop of fiction to create an entertaining novel
of intrigue, adventure, romance, danger and conspiracy, which have been imaginatively worked together to
cook up the successful bestseller.

Most interest in the book’s origins has centred on the sensational religious aspects. Dan Brown has written:
‘All of the art, architecture, secret rituals, secret societies, all of that is historical fact.’ This gives an air of
authenticity to the book. Brown has, however, made up the religious doctrines, or based them on
questionable accounts by others.

The locations of the actions of The Da Vinci Code are not, however, made up. The present book is the
scientific story behind the scene of several of the book’s actions that take place on the axis of France that
passes through Paris.

The Paris Meridian is the name of this location. It is the line running north-south through the astronomical
observatory in Paris. One of the original intentions behind the founding of the Paris Observatory was to
determine and measure this line. The French government financed the Paris Academy of Sciences to do so in
the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries. It employed both astronomers – people who study and measure the
stars – and geodesists – people who study and measure the Earth. This book is about what they did and why.
It is a true story behind Dan Brown’s fiction.

This is the first English language presentation of this historical material. It is attractively written and it
features the story of the community of scientists who created the Paris Meridian. They knew each other well
– some were members of the same families, in one case of four generations. Like scientists everywhere they
collaborated and formed alliances; they also split into warring factions and squabbled. They travelled to
foreign countries, somehow transcending the national and political disputes, as scientists do now, their eyes
fixed on ideas of accuracy, truth and objective, enduring values – save where the reception given to their



own work is concerned, when some became blind to high ideals and descended into petty politics.

To establish the Paris Meridian, the scientists endured hardship, survived danger and gloried in amazing
adventures during a time of turmoil in Europe, the French Revolution and the Napoleonic War between
France and Spain. Some were accused of witchcraft. Some of their associates lost their heads on the
guillotine. Some died of disease. Some won honour and fame. One became the Head of State in France,
albeit for no more than a few weeks. Some found dangerous love in foreign countries. One scientist killed in
self defence when attacked by a jealous lover, another was himself killed by a jealous lover, a third brought
back a woman to France and then jilted her, whereupon she joined a convent.

The scientists worked on practical problems of interest to the government and to the people. They also
worked on one of the important intellectual problems of the time, a problem of great interest to their fellow
scientists all over the world, nothing less than the theory of universal gravitation. They succeeded in their
intellectual work, while touching politics and the affairs of state. Their endeavours have left their marks on
the landscape, in art and in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

The publication untitled Full Meridian of Glory: Perilous Adventures in the Competition to Measure the
Earth is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Full Meridian of Glory: Perilous
Adventures in the Competition to Measure the Earth from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Darren Billups:

Precisely why? Because this Full Meridian of Glory: Perilous Adventures in the Competition to Measure the
Earth is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Young Legg:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Full Meridian of Glory: Perilous Adventures in the Competition to Measure the
Earth can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Gary Copeland:

You can find this Full Meridian of Glory: Perilous Adventures in the Competition to Measure the Earth by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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