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In the early eighteenth century, at the peak of the Enlightenment, an unlikely team of European scientists and
naval officers set out on the world’s first international, cooperative scientific expedition. Intent on making
precise astronomical measurements at the Equator, they were poised to resolve one of mankind’s oldest
mysteries: the true shape of the Earth.
 
In Measure of the Earth, award-winning science writer Larrie D. Ferreiro tells the full story of the Geodesic
Mission to the Equator for the very first time. It was an age when Europe was torn between two competing
conceptions of the world: the followers of René Descartes argued that the Earth was elongated at the poles,
even as Isaac Newton contended that it was flattened. A nation that could accurately determine the planet’s
shape could securely navigate its oceans, giving it great military and imperial advantages. Recognizing this,
France and Spain organized a joint expedition to colonial Peru, Spain’s wealthiest kingdom. Armed with the
most advanced surveying and astronomical equipment, they would measure a degree of latitude at the
Equator, which when compared with other measurements would reveal the shape of the world. But what
seemed to be a straightforward scientific exercise was almost immediately marred by a series of unforeseen
catastrophes, as the voyagers found their mission threatened by treacherous terrain, a deeply suspicious
populace, and their own hubris.

A thrilling tale of adventure, political history, and scientific discovery, Measure of the Earth recounts the
greatest scientific expedition of the Enlightenment through the eyes of the men who completed it—pioneers
who overcame tremendous adversity to traverse the towering Andes Mountains in order to discern the
Earth’s shape.  In the process they also opened the eyes of Europe to the richness of South America and
paved the way for scientific cooperation on a global scale.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Measure of the
Earth: The Enlightenment Expedition That Reshaped Our World to read.

Roger Lindsey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Measure of the Earth: The
Enlightenment Expedition That Reshaped Our World is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dennis Taylor:

The knowledge that you get from Measure of the Earth: The Enlightenment Expedition That Reshaped Our
World could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Measure of the Earth:
The Enlightenment Expedition That Reshaped Our World giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this specific Measure of the Earth: The Enlightenment Expedition
That Reshaped Our World instantly.

Betty Serrano:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Measure
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