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The inspiring story of David Wingate, a living legend among birders, who brought the Bermuda petrel
back from presumed extinction
 
Rare Birds is a tale of obsession, of hope, of fighting for redemption against incredible odds. It is the story of
how Bermuda’s David Wingate changed the world—or at least a little slice of it—despite the many voices
telling him he was crazy to try.
 
This tiny island in the middle of the North Atlantic was once the breeding ground for millions of Bermuda
petrels. Also known as cahows, the graceful and acrobatic birds fly almost nonstop most of their lives,
drinking seawater and sleeping on the wing. But shortly after humans arrived here, more than three centuries
ago, the cahows had vanished, eaten into extinction by the country’s first settlers.
 
Then, in the early 1900s, tantalizing hints of the cahows’ continued existence began to emerge. In 1951, an
American ornithologist and a Bermudian naturalist mounted a last-ditch effort to find the birds that had come
to seem little more than a legend, bringing a teenage Wingate—already a noted birder—along for the ride.
When the stunned scientists pulled a blinking, docile cahow from deep within a rocky cliffside, it made
headlines around the world—and told Wingate what he was put on this earth to do.
 
Starting with just seven nesting pairs of the birds, Wingate would devote his life to giving the cahows the
chance they needed in their centuries-long struggle for survival — battling hurricanes, invasive species,
DDT, the American military, and personal tragedy along the way.
 
It took six decades of obsessive dedication, but the cahow, still among the rarest of seabirds, has reached the
hundred-pair mark and continues its nail-biting climb to repopulation. And Wingate has seen his dream
fulfilled as the birds returned to Nonsuch, an island habitat he hand-restored for them plant-by-plant in
anticipation of this day. His passion for resuscitating this “Lazarus species” has made him an icon among
birders, and his story is an inspiring celebration of the resilience of nature, the power of persistence, and the
value of going your own way.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christen Arnold:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Rare Birds: The Extraordinary Tale of the
Bermuda Petrel and the Man Who Brought It Back from Extinction. All type of book can you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Eden Cohn:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Rare
Birds: The Extraordinary Tale of the Bermuda Petrel and the Man Who Brought It Back from Extinction is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

John Bradley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Rare Birds: The Extraordinary Tale
of the Bermuda Petrel and the Man Who Brought It Back from Extinction which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Belinda Smith:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Rare Birds: The Extraordinary Tale of the Bermuda Petrel and the
Man Who Brought It Back from Extinction. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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