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The Emperor and the Saint is a vivid place-by-place telling of the life and times of the most enlightened,
creative, and dynamic ruler of Medieval Europe, Frederick II of Hohenstaufen. St. Francis, who shared with
Frederick a love of the natural world and was baptized in the same cathedral in Assisi, is a parallel and
contrasting presence. Cassady enthusiastically guides the reader through the history and legends, pausing to
describe the architecture of a cathedral, to marvel at the atmosphere of a town, to recommend the best place
for a quiet picnic of local fare.

Frederick’s mother, Constance, was the daughter of the Norman Sicilian king, Roger II; Frederick’s father,
Henry VI, was the scion of the German imperial family, son of the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick
Barbarossa. When three-year-old Frederick was orphaned in 1198 he came under the guardianship of Pope
Innocent III, marking the beginning of a conflict with the Papacy that was to last for the rest of his life—he
was excommunicated twice. As a young boy he wandered freely through the streets of Palermo, a crossroad
of Eastern and Western cultures. A man of insatiable curiosity, Frederick spent hours developing his
knowledge of science and religion, art and philosophy. He traveled the length and breadth of Europe, even
going to the Holy Land where, as commander of a Crusade, he negotiated a treaty with Sultan al-Kamil of
Egypt, nephew of the great Saladin. Both respected and reviled, Frederick achieved great heights and faced
grave disappointments. One failure was his dream to bring Italy and Sicily together in a united empire with a
capital at Rome. When Frederick died in December 1250, he was robed in the white habit of a Cistercian
monk to demonstrate his connection to both personal/political and religious worlds.

This engaging book is richly illustrated with photographs. Armchair historians, general readers of popular
biography, and fans of travel literature will delight in Cassady’s lively presentation.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

The book The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, Francis of Assisi, and Journeys to
Medieval Places gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II
of Hohenstaufen, Francis of Assisi, and Journeys to Medieval Places for being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a book The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II of Hohenstaufen,
Francis of Assisi, and Journeys to Medieval Places. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Alan Williams:

The book with title The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, Francis of Assisi, and Journeys
to Medieval Places has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lizzie Chandler:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II of
Hohenstaufen, Francis of Assisi, and Journeys to Medieval Places can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Cecilia Moore:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Emperor and the Saint: Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, Francis of Assisi, and
Journeys to Medieval Places can make you sense more interested to read.
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