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Whistler's Gentle Art, a classic in the literature of insult and denigration, might well be subtitled "The
Autobiography of a Hater," for it contains the deadly sarcasm and stinging remarks of one of the wittiest men
of the nineteenth century. Whistler not only refused to tolerate misunderstanding by critics and the so-called
art-loving public — but launched vicious counterattacks as well. His celebrated passages-at-arms with Oscar
Wilde and Swinburne, the terse and penetrating "letters to the editor," his rebuttals to attacks from critics,
and biting marginal notes to contemptuous comments on his paintings and hostile reviews (which are also
reprinted) are all part of this record of the artist's vendettas.
Whistler's most famous battle began when critic John Ruskin saw one of the artist's "Nocturnes" exhibited in
Grosvenor Gallery. "I have seen, and heard," wrote Ruskin, "much of cockney impudence before now; but
never expected to hear a coxcomb ask two hundred guineas for flinging a pot of paint in the public's face."
Whistler was incensed with this criticism, and initiated the famous libel case "Whistler vs. Ruskin." Extracts
from the resultant trial record are among the highlights of this book, with Whistler brilliantly annihilating his
Philistine critics, but winning only a farthing in damages.
The Gentle Art, designed by Whistler himself, is a highly entertaining account of personal revenges, but it is
also an iconoclast's plea for a new and better attitude toward painting. As a historical document, it is the best
statement of the new aesthetics versus the old guard academics, and it helped greatly in shaping the modern
feeling toward art.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

This book untitled The Gentle Art of Making Enemies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from
your list.

Dwight Case:

Often the book The Gentle Art of Making Enemies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
get the point easily after reading this book.

Luke Palmieri:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Gentle Art of Making
Enemies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Gentle Art of Making Enemies (Dover
Fine Art, History of Art) become your personal starter.

Martin Norwood:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Gentle Art of Making Enemies (Dover Fine Art, History of Art)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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