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In Washing Our Hands in the Clouds, Bo Petersen masterfully crafts a reflection on the Civil War,
emancipation, Jim Crow, and the civil rights movement in the personal story of how it affected one man's life
in a specific South Carolina locale. Petersen's accomplishment is that, in studying the Pee Dee region of
Dillon and Marion Counties, he illuminates those issues throughout the Deep South. Through conversations
with Joe Williams, his family, and acquaintances, white and black, Petersen merges the Williams family
history back to Joe's great-great-grandfather, Scipio Williams, with the lives and fortunes of four generations
of South Carolinians--black and white. Scipio, the family progenitor, was a man free in spirit and action
before the Civil War destroyed chattel slavery. Scipio was a free black farmer who worked land that he
owned in the Pee Dee before and after the war and during the worst days of Jim Crow white supremacy.
Petersen uses the Williams family genealogy, neighborhood, and, most important, their farmlands to
understand Pee Dee and South Carolina history from the 1860s to the present. In his research he discovers
historical currents that run deeper than events--currents of agriculture, land ownership, and allegiance to
native soil--and transcend the march of time and carry the Williams family through slavery, war, Jim Crow,
and economic dislocation to today's stories of Joe Williams. In gathering what Petersen describes as a
collection of front porch stories, he also writes a history of what matters most to this family and this locale.
The resulting narrative is surprising, unconventional, and true for all families in all places.
In Dillon County, tobacco production followed cotton farming. Old-time logging coexisted with textile
factories. Jim Crow gave way to uncertain prospects of racial harmony. Those were monumental changes of
circumstance, but they did not change human character. Washing Our Hands in the Clouds is a history of
human character, of life that endures outside of the restraints of time. To understand this phenomenon is to
realize that both Scipio and Joe and the generations between them wash their hands in the timeless clouds of
South Carolina's sky.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled
Washing Our Hands in the Clouds: Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black Farms in South Carolina? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Roger Dupre:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Washing Our Hands in the Clouds: Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black
Farms in South Carolina this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.

Ernesto Harrell:

Beside this kind of Washing Our Hands in the Clouds: Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black Farms in
South Carolina in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Washing Our Hands in the Clouds:
Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black Farms in South Carolina because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!

Tammie Torres:

This Washing Our Hands in the Clouds: Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black Farms in South Carolina is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Washing Our Hands in the Clouds: Joe Williams, His Forebears, and Black



Farms in South Carolina can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for
your better life along with knowledge.
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