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Captain James A. Baker, Houston lawyer, banker, and businessman, received an alarming telegram on
September 23, 1900: his elderly millionaire client William Marsh Rice had died unexpectedly in New York
City. Baker rushed to New York, where he unraveled a plot to murder Rice and plunder his estate. Working
tirelessly with local authorities, Baker saved Rice’s fortune from more than one hundred claimants; he
championed the wishes of his deceased client and founded Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature,
Science and Art—today’s internationally acclaimed Rice University.

For fifty years Captain Baker nurtured Rice’s dream. He partnered with leading lawyers to create Houston’s
first nationally recognized law firm: Baker, Botts, Lovett & Parker, now the worldwide legal practice of
Baker Botts L.L.P. He chartered several Houston businesses and utility companies, developed two major
regional banks, promoted real estate projects, and led an active civic life. To expand the Institute’s
endowment, Baker invested William Marsh Rice’s fortune with local entrepreneurs, who were building
homes, office towers, commercial enterprises, and institutions that transformed Houston from a small town
in the nineteenth century to an international powerhouse in the twenty-first century.

Author Kate Sayen Kirkland explored the archival records of Baker and his family and firm and carefully
mined the archives of Baker’s contemporaries. Published as part of Rice University’s centennial celebration,
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857–1941 weaves together the history of Houston and the story of an
influential man who labored all his life to make Houston a world-class city.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kindig:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Captain
James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Raymond Albanese:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Captain James A. Baker of
Houston, 1857-1941 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Larry Cain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-
1941 book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 as
good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Harry Barnes:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Captain James A. Baker of
Houston, 1857-1941 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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