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In 1775, a visitor to Laurent Spinacuta's Grande Ménagerie at the annual winter fair in Paris would have seen
two tigers, several kinds of monkeys, an armadillo, an ocelot, and a condor—in all, forty-two live animals. In
Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots, Louise Robbins explains that exotic animals from around the world
were common in eighteenth-century Paris. In the streets of the city, residents and visitors could observe
performing elephants and a fighting polar bear. Those looking for unusual pets could purchase parrots, flying
squirrels, and capuchin monkeys. The royal menagerie at Versailles displayed lions, cranes, an elephant, a
rhinoceros, and a zebra, which in 1760 became a major court attraction.

For Enlightenment-era Parisians, exotic animals both piqued scientific curiosity and conveyed social status.
Their availability was a boon for naturalists like Buffon, author of the best-selling Histoire naturelle, who
observed unusual species in a variety of locations around the city. Louis XVI saw his menagerie as a
manifestation of his power and funded its upkeep accordingly, while critics used the caged animals as
metaphors of slavery and political oppression amidst the growing political turmoil. In her engaging and often
surprising account, Robbins considers nearly every aspect of France's obsession with exotic fauna, from the
vast literature on exotic animals and the inner workings of the oiseleurs' (birdsellers') guild to how the
animals were transported, housed, and cared for. Based on wide-ranging and imaginative research, Elephant
Slaves and Pampered Parrots stands as a major contribution to the history of human-animal relations,
eighteenth-century culture, and French colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots:
Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture). All type of book can you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Whitney Mallard:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots:
Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History, Culture) seemed to be making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
guide Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals,
History, Culture) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History,
Culture). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jenni Roberts:

The guide with title Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris
(Animals, History, Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Manuel Frazier:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Elephant Slaves and Pampered Parrots: Exotic Animals in Eighteenth-Century Paris (Animals, History,
Culture) will give you new experience in examining a book.
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