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When the Spaniards conquered the Yucatan Peninsula in the early 1500s, they made a great effort to destroy
or Christianize the native cultures flourishing there. That they were in large part unsuccessful is evidenced by
the survival of a number of documents written in Maya and preserved and added to by literate Mayas up to
the 1830s. The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel is such a document, literally the history of Yucatan
written by and for Mayas, and it contains much information not available from Spanish sources because it
was part of an underground resistance movement of which the Spanish were largely unaware.

Well known to Mayanists, The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel is presented here in Munro S.
Edmonson's English translation, extensively annotated. Edmonson reinterprets the book as literature and as
history, placing it in chronological order and translating it as poetry. The ritual nature of Mayan history
clearly emerges and casts new light on Mexican and Spanish acculturation of the Yucatecan Maya in the
post-Classic and colonial periods.

Centered in the city of Merida, the Chumayel provides the western (Xiu) perspective on Yucatecan history,
as Edmonson's earlier book The Ancient Future of the Itza: The Book of Chilam Balam of Tizimin presented
the eastern (Itza) viewpoint. Both document the changing calendar of the colonial period and the continuing
vitality of pre-Columbian ritual thought down to the nineteenth century. Perhaps the biggest surprise is the
survival of the long-count dating system down to the Baktun Ceremonial of 1618 (12.0.0.0.0). But there are
others: the use of rebus writing, the survival of the tun until 1752, graphic if oblique accounts of Mayan
ceremonial drama, and the depiction of the Spanish conquest as a long-term inter-Mayan civil war.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of
Chumayel (Texas Pan American) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer associated with Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam
Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking
Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Blouin:

The reason why? Because this Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of
Chumayel (Texas Pan American) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have
got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Donna Lacher:

This Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American)
is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of
Chumayel (Texas Pan American) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt that?

Amanda Bernard:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book
of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As



we know that book Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas
Pan American) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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