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Eric Cropper’s RAF career started in 1943 and ended in 1968. It covered a period when the navigation of
aircraft changed from astro, dead reckoning and drift bearings all plotted by pencil on charts, to press-button
radio and satellite information that can instantly pinpoint a position anywhere on the planet to within 5
meters. The then vital skills of a good navigator are now mostly redundant. Ships, aircraft, trucks and cars
seldom use maps let alone carry a navigator. This autobiography by one of the RAF’s top exponents of both
the ancient and modern forms of the art explains in considerable detail how this rapid and revolutionary
improvement occurred in the air.

After his initial training, Eric started his operational career as navigator in a No 103 Squadron Avro
Lancaster. During his tour, on 7 July 1944, the squadron took part in a raid on Caen. Immediately after
releasing their bombs, the aircraft was struck from astern, losing the tail gunner and turret and a large part of
the tailplane. Having regained control from a 3,000 feet dive they nursed the stricken aircraft back to
England where it crash landed at Tangmere. They later discovered that they had been hit by another
Lancaster. Having completed his tour of operations, Eric was posted as an instructor, completing the Staff
Navigator Course. From 1946 to 1948 he moved to HQ Bomber Command on the Air Staff and then moved
to the Empire Air Navigation School as a specialist Navigator.

His later career included research and development at RAE Farnborough, an exchange posting with the
USAF in Alaska, a staff position at RAF Cranwell, Station Commander at RAF Gan in the Maldive Islands,
the command of a transport squadron and a Staff position at the RAF College of Air Warfare. This is a
fascinating memoir of one of the RAF’s senior navigational experts that explains both service life and the
revolution in navigational techniques that took place during his service career.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Back Bearings: A Navigator's Tale, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Amanda Dell:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Back Bearings: A Navigator's Tale why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Sharon Lopez:

Beside this kind of Back Bearings: A Navigator's Tale in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Back Bearings: A Navigator's Tale because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Sandra Fritz:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Back Bearings: A Navigator's Tale or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Back
Bearings: A Navigator's Tale to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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