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For over four centuries the Catholic Church enjoyed a religious monopoly in Latin America in which
potential rivals were repressed or outlawed. Latin Americans were born Catholic and the only real choice
they had was whether to actively practice the faith. Taking advantage of the legal disestablishment of the
Catholic Church between the late 1800s and the early 1900s, Pentecostals almost single-handedly built a new
pluralist religious economy. By the 1950s, many Latin Americans were free to choose from among the
hundreds of available religious "products," a dizzying array of religious options that range from the African-
Brazilian religion of Umbanda to the New Age group known as the Vegetable Union.
R. Andrew Chesnut shows how the development of religious pluralism over the past half-century has
radically transformed the "spiritual economy" of Latin America. In order to thrive in this new religious
economy, says Chesnut, Latin American spiritual "firms" must develop an attractive product and know how
to market it to popular consumers. Three religious groups, he demonstrates, have proven to be the most
skilled competitors in the new unregulated religious economy. Protestant Pentecostalism, the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, and African diaspora religions such as Brazilian Candomble and Haitian Vodou have
emerged as the most profitable religious producers. Chesnut explores the general effects of a free market,
such as introduction of consumer taste and product specialization, and shows how they have played out in
the Latin American context. He notes, for example, that women make up the majority of the religious
consumer market, and explores how the three groups have developed to satisfy women's tastes and
preferences. Moving beyond the Pentecostal boom and the rise and fall of liberation theology, Chesnut
provides a fascinating portrait of the Latin American religious landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Neidig:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Competitive
Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious
Economyis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Margie Turner:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Ryan Parker:

Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Competitive Spirits:
Latin America's New Religious Economy yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn
you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jeffrey David:

The book untitled Competitive Spirits: Latin America's New Religious Economy contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to



order it. Have a nice study.
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