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John Philip Sousa's mature career as the indomitable leader of the United States Marine Band and his own
touring Sousa Band is well known, but the years leading up to his emergence as a celebrity have escaped
serious attention. In this revealing biography, Patrick Warfield explains the making of the March King by
documenting Sousa's early life and career. Covering the period 1854 to 1893, this study focuses on the
community and training that created Sousa, exploring the musical life of late nineteenth-century Washington
D.C. and Philadelphia as a context for Sousa's development. Warfield examines Sousa's wide-ranging
experience composing, conducting, and performing in the theater, opera house, concert hall, and salons, as
well as his leadership of the United States Marine Band and the later Sousa Band, early twentieth-century
America's most famous and successful ensemble. Sousa composed not only marches during this period but
also parlor, minstrel, and art songs; parade, concert, and medley marches; schottisches, waltzes, and polkas;
and incidental music, operettas, and descriptive pieces. Warfield's examination of Sousa's output reveals a
versatile composer much broader in stylistic range than the bandmaster extraordinaire remembered as the
March King. Warfield presents the story of Sousa as a self-made business success, a gifted performer and
composer who deftly capitalized on his talents to create one of the most entertaining, enduring figures in
American music.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Making the March King: John Philip Sousa's
Washington Years, 1854-1893 (Music in American Life) is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Patrick Walker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Making the March King: John Philip Sousa's Washington Years, 1854-
1893 (Music in American Life) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Tonette Land:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Making the March King: John Philip Sousa's
Washington Years, 1854-1893 (Music in American Life) or perhaps others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Making the March King: John Philip
Sousa's Washington Years, 1854-1893 (Music in American Life) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Michael Brown:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the book
Making the March King: John Philip Sousa's Washington Years, 1854-1893 (Music in American Life) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this time book Making the March King: John Philip Sousa's Washington Years, 1854-1893 (Music in
American Life). You can more attractive than now.
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