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The great pilgrimage center of southeastern Sri Lanka, Kataragama, has become in recent years the spiritual
home of a new class of Hindu-Buddhist religious devotees. These ecstatic priests and priestesses invariably
display long locks of matted hair, and they express their devotion to the gods through fire walking, tongue-
piercing, hanging on hooks, and trance-induced prophesying.

The increasing popularity of these ecstatics poses a challenge not only to orthodox Sinhala Buddhism (the
official religion of Sri Lanka) but also, as Gananath Obeyesekere shows, to the traditional anthropological
and psychoanalytic theories of symbolism. Focusing initially on one symbol, matted hair, Obeyesekere
demonstrates that the conventional distinction between personal and cultural symbols is inadequate and
naive. His detailed case studies of ecstatics show that there is always a reciprocity between the personal-
psychological dimension of the symbol and its public, culturally sanctioned role. Medusa's Hair thus makes
an important theoretical contribution both to the anthropology of individual experience and to the
psychoanalytic understanding of culture. In its analyses of the symbolism of guilt, the adaptational and
integrative significance of belief in spirits, and a host of related issues concerning possession states and
religiosity, this book marks a provocative advance in psychological anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Nehring:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Medusa's
Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

David Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which
you read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Medusa's Hair: An Essay on
Personal Symbols and Religious Experience it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Teresa Brown:

Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience nevertheless doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Clarence Frey:

This Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Medusa's Hair: An Essay on Personal Symbols and Religious Experience can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any



in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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