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Though smallpox was eradicated from the planet two decades ago, recent terrorist acts have raised the
horrific possibility that rogue states, laboratories, or terrorist groups are in possession of secret stockpiles of
the virus that causes the disease, and may be preparing to unleash it on target populations.

Because it is a far deadlier killer than other biological warfare agents such as anthrax, and because the
universal vaccination against smallpox was halted decades ago, a smallpox attack today would be nothing
short of catastrophic. This clear, authoritative study looks at the long and fascinating history of the virus,
with an informative overview of the political, biological, environmental, medical, and legal issues
surrounding the question of whether or not the virus should be exterminated.

The only two known samples of the virus are currently stored in Atlanta and Russia. The World Health
Organization has repeatedly scheduled their destruction—an action that would rid the planet of all publicly
acknowledged smallpox strains forever. Opponents of this plan argue that by destroying these last samples
we are denying the possibility that this unique virus could be turned to beneficial purposes in basic scientific
research. Others see the stockpile as part of a deterrent against future germ attacks. Proponents of prompt
eradication argue that scientists have already learned all they can from this particular virus, and that by
destroying the stockpile we are preventing it from ever falling into the wrong hands. As a thirty-year veteran
of arms control issues, David Koplow is uniquely suited to provide readers with an informed and well-
considered understanding of the complexities involved in the handling of this deadly virus.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

Typically the book Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global
Scourge is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Geraldine Louis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is usually Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge.

Laura Enriquez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Michelle Shaw:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a Global Scourge was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Smallpox: The Fight to Eradicate a
Global Scourge has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading that.
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