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An old joke goes like this: What’s the difference between a good girl and a nice girl? Answer: The good girl
goes to a party, goes home then goes to bed, whereas the nice girl goes to the party, goes to bed, then goes
home. The distinction made between the two types of young ladies would probably have been appreciated by
Shakespeare. While we think of “nice” nowadays as being a synonym for pleasant it wasn’t always so;
originally the word’s meaning conveyed the naughtiness implied in the joke. It wasn’t until the middle of the
18th century that this word conveyed the sense of pleasantness that we now associate with the word. In his
book How Happy Became Homosexual, and Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts, Richler educates and
entertains us while explaining how words such as “nice” and “gay” have changed meanings. Surprisingly, we
discover that even many of our nouns and verbs have been in a constant state of flux. For example, originally
“jeopardy” was a term used in chess and “to fizzle” meant “to break wind silently.” This morphing of
meanings is ever-present, and Richler explains how, even in the last twenty years or so, words such as
“fulsome” are in the midst of a reversal of meaning. So whether you are gay (happy), gay (homosexual) or a
melancholy heterosexual, Richler will lead you into a word-world of entertaining change.
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From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other
Mysterious Semantic Shifts to read.

Cheryl Phelps:

This How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious
Semantic Shifts without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other
Mysterious Semantic Shifts having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Mary Fox:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The How Happy Became Homosexual: And Other
Mysterious Semantic Shifts giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Allison Lyon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying How Happy Became
Homosexual: And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by



simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick How Happy Became Homosexual:
And Other Mysterious Semantic Shifts become your personal starter.
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