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Most nineteenth and early-twentieth-century European immigrants arrived in the United States with barely
more than the clothes on their backs. They performed menial jobs, spoke little English, and often faced a
hostile reception. But two or more generations later, the overwhelming majority of their descendants had
successfully integrated into American society. Today's immigrants face many of the same challenges, but
some experts worry that their integration, especially among Latinos, will not be as successful as their
European counterparts. Keeping the Immigrant Bargain examines the journey of Dominican and Colombian
newcomers whose children have achieved academic success one generation after the arrival of their parents.
Sociologist Vivian Louie provides a much-needed comparison of how both parents and children understand
the immigrant journey toward education, mobility, and assimilation.

Based on Louie's own survey and interview study, Keeping the Immigrant Bargain examines the lives of
thirty-seven foreign-born Dominican and Colombian parents and their seventy-six young adult
offspring—the majority of whom were enrolled in or had graduated from college. The book shows how they
are adapting to American schools, jobs, neighborhoods, and culture. Louie discovers that before coming to
the United States, some of these parents had already achieved higher levels of education than the average
foreign-born Dominican or Colombian, and after arrival many owned their own homes. Significantly, most
parents in each group expressed optimism about their potential to succeed in the United States, while also
expressing pessimism about whether they would ever be accepted as Americans.

In contrast to the social exclusion experienced by their parents, most of the young adults had assimilated
linguistically and believed themselves to be full participants in American society. Keeping the Immigrant
Bargain shows that the offspring of these largely working-class immigrants had several factors in common
that aided their mobility. Their parents were highly engaged in their lives and educational progress, although
not always in ways expected by schools or their children, and the children possessed a strong degree of self-
motivation. Equally important was the availability of key institutional networks of support, including
teachers, peers, afterschool and other enrichment programs, and informal mentors outside of the classroom.
These institutional networks gave the children the guidance they needed to succeed in school, offering
information the parents often did not know themselves.

While not all immigrants achieve such rapid success, this engrossing study shows how powerful the
combination of self-motivation, engaged families, and strong institutional support can be. Keeping the
Immigrant Bargain makes the case that institutional relationships—such as teachers and principals who are
trained to accommodate cultural difference and community organizations that help parents and children learn
how to navigate the system—can bear significantly on immigrant educational success.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Keeping the Immigrant Bargain: The Costs and Rewards of
Success in America.

John Tillery:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Keeping the Immigrant Bargain: The Costs and Rewards of Success in America
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Thelma Brady:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Keeping the Immigrant Bargain: The Costs and Rewards of Success in America this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Barbara Robbins:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Keeping the Immigrant Bargain: The Costs and
Rewards of Success in America. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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