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The history of cinchona has traditionally begun with the romantic - and now discredited - story of Francisca
Henriquez Ribera, the Countess of Chinchon. According to legend, the Countess became seriously ill during
an outbreak of fever in Lima around 1623. Her husband, the Viceroy, learning of a medicinal tree bark used
by the local Indians, ordered the bark tested and administered to his wife. Following her prompt recovery,
the countess championed the use of bark among the general populace, and thousands of lives were saved.
The drug became known as "pulvis Comitissae", the powder of the Countess, and later - misspelled by
Linnaeus - as "cinchona". In "Quinine's Predecessor", Saul Jarcho unravels a tangle of myth, hearsay and fact
to establish the definitive history of cinchona bark - the still-important source of modern quinine. Jarcho
explains the discovery of the healing property of the substance, also known as the Peruvian bark or Jesuits'
bark, and traces the routes by which it was transmitted from South America to Spain and other countries. He
recounts the controversy and resistance surrounding its acceptance by medical practitioners. And he offers
the most complete account to date of the important work of Francesco Torti, who used the bark successfully
in treating cerebral and other especially dangerous malarial infections.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

The book Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist
Series in the History of Medicine) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti
and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine) to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book Quinine's Predecessor:
Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Lynette Petree:

This Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series
in the History of Medicine) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The
Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine) can be one of the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the
Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine) giving you an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Teresa Spillman:

This Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series
in the History of Medicine) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti
and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine) in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?



Sherry Holsey:

Beside this particular Quinine's Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry
E. Sigerist Series in the History of Medicine) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Quinine's
Predecessor: Francesco Torti and the Early History of Cinchona (The Henry E. Sigerist Series in the History
of Medicine) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would
not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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