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Exploring the cultural lives of African slaves in the early colonial Portuguese world, with an emphasis on the
more than one million Central Africans who survived the journey to Brazil, James Sweet lifts a curtain on
their lives as Africans rather than as incipient Brazilians. Focusing first on the cultures of Central Africa
from which the slaves came--Ndembu, Imbangala, Kongo, and others--Sweet identifies specific cultural rites
and beliefs that survived their transplantation to the African-Portuguese diaspora, arguing that they did not
give way to immediate creolization in the New World but remained distinctly African for some time.

Slaves transferred many cultural practices from their homelands to Brazil, including kinship structures,
divination rituals, judicial ordeals, ritual burials, dietary restrictions, and secret societies. Sweet demonstrates
that the structures of many of these practices remained constant during this early period, although the
meanings of the rituals were often transformed as slaves coped with their new environment and status.
Religious rituals in particular became potent forms of protest against the institution of slavery and its
hardships. In addition, Sweet examines how certain African beliefs and customs challenged and ultimately
influenced Brazilian Catholicism.

Sweet's analysis sheds new light on African culture in Brazil's slave society while also enriching our
understanding of the complex process of creolization and cultural survival.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in
the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a new book Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in
the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Valerie Bell:

This Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 usually
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Recreating
Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 can be among the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-Portuguese World, 1441-1770 giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Landrum:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-
Portuguese World, 1441-1770 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This
is why this book appropriate all of you.

William Jones:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Recreating Africa: Culture, Kinship, and Religion in the African-
Portuguese World, 1441-1770 can make you sense more interested to read.
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