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In 2012, the Pew Research Center issued a report that named Asian Americans as the “highest-income, best-
educated, and fastest-growing racial group in the United States.” Despite this seemingly optimistic
conclusion, over thirty Asian American advocacy groups challenged the findings. As many pointed out, the
term “Asian American” itself is complicated. It currently denotes a wide range of ethnicities, national
origins, and languages, and encompasses a number of significant economic and social disparities. In
Redefining Race, sociologist Dina G. Okamoto traces the complex evolution of this racial designation to
show how the use of “Asian American” as a panethnic label and identity has been a deliberate social
achievement negotiated by members of this group themselves, rather than an organic and inevitable process.
Drawing on original research and a series of interviews, Okamoto investigates how different Asian ethnic
groups in the U.S. were able to create a collective identity in the wake of the Civil Rights movement in the
1960s. Okamoto argues that a variety of broad social forces created the conditions for this developing
panethnic identity. Racial segregation, for example, shaped how Asian immigrants of different national
origins were distributed in similar occupations and industries. This segregation of Asians within local labor
markets produced a shared experience of racial discrimination, which encouraged Asian ethnic groups to
develop shared interests and identities. By constructing a panethnic label and identity, ethnic group members
took part in creating their own collective histories, and in the process challenged and redefined current
notions of race. The emergence of a panethnic racial identity also depended, somewhat paradoxically, on
different groups organizing along distinct ethnic lines in order to gain recognition and rights from the larger
society. According to Okamoto, these ethnic organizations provided the foundation necessary to build
solidarity within different Asian-origin communities. Leaders and community members who created
inclusive narratives and advocated policies that benefited groups beyond their own were then able to move
these discrete ethnic organizations toward a panethnic model. For example, a number of ethnic-specific
organizations in San Francisco expanded their services and programs to include other ethnic group members
after their original constituencies dwindled. A Laotian organization included refugees from different parts of
Asia, a Japanese organization began to advocate for South Asian populations, and a Chinese organization
opened its doors to Filipinos and Vietnamese. As Okamoto argues, the process of building ties between
ethnic communities while also recognizing ethnic diversity is the hallmark of panethnicity. Redefining Race
is a groundbreaking analysis of the processes through which group boundaries are drawn and contested. In
mapping the genesis of a panethnic Asian American identity, Okamoto illustrates the ways in which concepts
of race continue to shape how ethnic and immigrant groups view themselves and organize for representation
in the public arena.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries.

Abram Huffman:

Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries but doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Howard Benedict:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and
Shifting Ethnic Boundaries why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Barbara Wheat:

Beside that Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic Boundaries in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Redefining Race: Asian American Panethnicity and Shifting Ethnic
Boundaries because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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