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Sewing Freedom is the first in-depth study of anarchism in New Zealand during the turbulent years of the
early 20th century—a time of wildcat strikes, industrial warfare, and a radical working class counter-culture.
Interweaving biography, cultural history, and an array of archival sources, this engaging account unravels the
anarchist-cum-bomber stereotype by piecing together the life of Philip Josephs—a Latvian-born Jewish
tailor, antimilitarist, and founder of the Wellington Freedom Group. Anarchists like Josephs not only existed
in the ‘Workingman’s Paradise’ that was New Zealand, but were a lively part of its labour movement and the
class struggle that swept through the country, imparting uncredited influence and ideas. Sewing Freedom
places this neglected movement within the global anarchist upsurge, and unearths the colourful activities of
New Zealand’s most radical advocates for social and economic change. Includes illustrations by Icky from
Justseeds and a foreword by Barry Pateman (Kate Sharpley Library Archivist and Associate Editor at the
Emma Goldman Papers).

“Davidson has produced much more than a soundly researched and very engaging biography... this is an
excellent, wide-ranging contribution to our knowledge of the international (and indeed transnational)
anarchist movement, and sweeps us along in a fascinating story that takes us from the pogroms in Russian
Latvia, to the working-class slums of Victorian Glasgow, to the early struggles of the nascent labour
movement in New Zealand.”—Dr David Berry, author of A History of the French Anarchist Movement

“Many millions of words have been written on New Zealand history. The labour movement does not feature
prominently in this vast corpus; in fact, quite the contrary. And within this relatively sparse coverage,
anarchism is almost invariably assigned at best a passing mention. We must be grateful for Davidson’s
determination to restore an anarchist voice to the history of the outermost reach of the British Empire.”—Dr
Richard Hill, Professor of New Zealand Studies & author of Iron Hand in the Velvet Glove

“A ground breaking tale of a rebel life, skillfully unearthed by Jared Davidson. A must read.”—Lucien van
der Walt, co-author of Black Flame
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Walker:

The book Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism &
Early New Zealand Anarchism has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Louis McCarthy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs,
Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Mindy Hicks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs,
Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs,
Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism become your current starter.

Rex Vogler:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism
we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a



book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism. You can more
inviting than now.
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