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`This is a highly original and in many ways brilliant text. It is a model of how historical/process sociological
research ought to be conducted and written-up. The author's subtle blending of theory and data is
outstanding' - Eric Dunning, Professor of Sociology, University of Leicester

`Wouters has written a book both broad in scope and deep in analytic reach. Exploring changes in courtship
norms over the last century in English, Dutch , German and American books of manners, he discovers
changes which confirm the theory of informalization. Relations between the sexes are, he shows us, less
regulated from outside and more from inside. This change calls – paradoxically – for both an emancipation
of emotion and an ever sharper cultural eye on ways of managing emotion. The book carries Elias's classic,
The Civilizing Process one giant step further. An important contribution and a fascinating read' - Arlie
Russell Hochschild, University of California

This dazzling book examines changes in American, Dutch, English and German manners, regarding the
changing relationships between men and women. From the disappearance of rules for chaperonage and the
rise of new codes for courting, dates, public dances and the work place, it shows how women have become
their own chaperone by gaining the rights to pay for themselves, to have a job and be a sexual subject.

This original and thought-provoking book:

· provides empirical evidence showing how younger generations removed their courting from under parental
wings and how the balance of power between the sexes shifted in women's favour;



· monitors changes in codes regarding sexuality by focusing on the balance between the desire for sexual
gratification and the longing for enduring intimacy;

· documents the balance of controls over sexual impulses and emotions shifting from external social controls
to internal ones;

· compares nationally different trends, particularly between the USA and Europe, focusing on the American
dating system and its resulting double standards;

· argues that the initial greater freedom of American women has turned into a deficit.

Cas Wouters teaches Sociology at Utrecht University
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From reader reviews:

Maria Casillas:

This Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Sex and
Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory, Culture &
Society) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Robin Gilbertson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sex and Manners:
Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society)
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you could pick Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association
with Theory, Culture & Society) become your personal starter.

Silvia Doucet:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can give you a lot of close friends because by you



investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published
in association with Theory, Culture & Society).
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