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For generations, critics have noticed in nineteenth-century American women's sentimentality a streak of
masochism, but their discussions of it have over-simplified its complex relationship to women's power.
Marianne Noble argues that tropes of eroticized domination in sentimental literature must be recognized for
what they were: a double-edged sword of both oppression and empowerment. She begins by exploring the
cultural forces that came together to create this ideology of desire, particularly Protestant discourses relating
suffering to love and middle-class discourses of "true womanhood." She goes on to demonstrate how
sentimental literature takes advantage of the expressive power in the convergence of these two discourses to
imagine women's romantic desire. Therefore, in sentimental literature, images of eroticized domination are
not antithetical to female pleasure but rather can be constitutive of it. The book, however, does not simply
celebrate that fact. In readings of Warner's The Wide Wide World, Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin, and
Dickinson's sentimental poetry, it addresses the complex benefits and costs of nineteenth-century women's
literary masochism. Ultimately it shows how these authors both exploited and were shaped by this discursive
practice.

The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature exemplifies new trends in "Third Wave" feminist
scholarship, presenting cultural and historical research informed by clear, lucid discussions of psychoanalytic
and literary theory. It demonstrates that contemporary theories of masochism--including those of Deleuze,
Bataille, Kristeva, Benjamin, Bersani, Noyes, Mansfield--are more relevant and comprehensible when
considered in relation to sentimental literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanie Hynes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Masochistic
Pleasures of Sentimental Literature suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The book untitled The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literatureis the main of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Charles Morris:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. The Masochistic Pleasures of Sentimental Literature can be your answer since it
can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Cindy Coleman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Masochistic Pleasures
of Sentimental Literature which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Rosa Felton:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Masochistic Pleasures of
Sentimental Literature can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?
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