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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire capitalism, while Rousseau is
seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of
the ills of commercial society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial society
that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In this first book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen
highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’s concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith
crafted his arguments to defend commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasizes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that, all things considered,
commercial society offered more benefits than the alternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’s approach can be useful to us in assessing the pros and
cons of commercial society today and thus contributes to a debate that is too much dominated by both
dogmatic critics and doctrinaire champions of our modern commercial society.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Problems and Promise of
Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Dean Green:

The e-book untitled The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to
Rousseau is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Jason Manuel:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Problems and Promise of Commercial
Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Lambeth:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau. You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one location to other place.
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