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The Divine Comedy marked nothing less than the arrival of vernacular Italian as a literary language—and
Dante’s book is still considered Italy’s greatest literary achievement. Its highly idiomatic verse, however, has
long bedeviled English-language translators. Burton Raffel, whose translation of Don Quixote is acclaimed
for making Cervantes more accessible to the modern generation, in this new translation for Northwestern
World Classics, shows exciting new directions, preserving both the lyricism of the original and its incisive
meaning. First-time readers and longtime fans of “the supreme poet” alike will cherish this clear and lyrical
rendering of one of world literature’s masterpieces.

The Divine Comedy depicts the journey of Dante the pilgrim, guided by the poet Virgil and the love of his
life, Beatrice, as he moves through the stages of his life and world. Raffel’s single-volume translation of
Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso follows the complete journey of a spiritual pilgrim who struggles from the
depths of the inferno to the heights of paradise. In the former Dante meets many of his political enemies,
suffering the punishments that match their crimes in life. And in the ninth circle of Hell, Lucifer—the
ultimate traitor—is shown chewing on Brutus, Cassius, and Judas Iscariot, three others who committed
horrendous acts of treason in the classical and early Jewish worlds. Dante’s evocative description of Heaven
is a sort of homecoming for the exiled poet. Dante’s epic poem challenged the political and religious
hierarchy of his time and remains a powerful and universal expression of human desires, strivings, and
shortcomings.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Stevens:

The feeling that you get from The Divine Comedy (Northwestern World Classics) is a more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Divine Comedy (Northwestern World Classics) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Divine Comedy (Northwestern World
Classics) instantly.

Edith Macklin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Divine Comedy (Northwestern World Classics), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Robert Mangino:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is usually The Divine Comedy (Northwestern World Classics).

Gene Green:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Divine Comedy
(Northwestern World Classics) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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