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What biological and cognitive forces have shaped humankind's musical behavior and the rich global
repertoire of musical structures? What is music for, and why does every human culture have it? What are the
universal features of music and musical behavior across cultures? In this groundbreaking book,
musicologists, biologists, anthropologists, archaeologists, psychologists, neuroscientists, ethologists, and
linguists come together for the first time to examine these and related issues. The book can be viewed as
representing the birth of evolutionary biomusicology -- the study of which will contribute greatly to our
understanding of the evolutionary precursors of human music, the evolution of the hominid vocal tract,
localization of brain function, the structure of acoustic-communication signals, symbolic gesture, emotional
manipulation through sound, self-expression, creativity, the human affinity for the spiritual, and the human
attachment to music itself.ContributorsSimha Arom, Derek Bickerton, Steven Brown, Ellen Dissanayake,
Dean Falk, David W. Frayer, Walter Freeman, Thomas Geissmann, Marc D. Hauser, Michel Imberty, Harry
Jerison, Drago Kunej, François-Bernard Mâche, Peter Marler, Björn Merker, Geoffrey Miller, Jean Molino,
Bruno Nettl, Chris Nicolay, Katharine Payne, Bruce Richman, Peter J.B. Slater, Peter Todd, Sandra Trehub,
Ivan Turk, Maria Ujhelyi, Nils L. Wallin, Carol Whaling.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book The Origins of Music (MIT Press) ended up being making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve The Origins of Music (MIT Press) is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The Origins of Music (MIT Press). You never sense
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Elmer Dooley:

This The Origins of Music (MIT Press) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Origins of Music (MIT Press) can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Origins of Music (MIT Press) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Marlin Brogan:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually The Origins of Music (MIT Press).

Houston Estes:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Origins of Music (MIT Press). This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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