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Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada is the unique "biography" of
Alberta political figure John Lee Laurie, a key proponent of Aboriginal rights in the 1940s and 1950s. Before
1961, the Aboriginal people of Canada could only vote in federal elections if they agreed to become
"Canadian," that is, to leave their reserves, give up their treaty rights, and leave behind their homes, farms,
and families. Laurie was instrumental in securing amendments to the Indian Act in 1961 which gave
Aboriginals the unfettered vote.

Ruth Gorman worked tirelessly alongside Laurie during these years and was herself a major force in
mobilizing public opinion in support of the Aboriginal vote. Out of modesty and concern for the social
constraints of her day, though, Gorman did not lay public claim to these efforts and remained a passionately
vocal supporter of John Laurie for the rest of her life. By 1998, she had been working on a book about Laurie
for several years, but, nearing the end of her life and overwhelmed by the project's scope, she persuaded Frits
Pannekoek to assist her in seeing it to completion.

As Dr. Pannekoek began to sort through Gorman's many boxes of material, he quickly realized that this book
was both a biography and an autobiography; the story was as much Gorman's as it was Laurie's. In the
tradition of her era, Gorman had taken the position of "the woman behind the man," but she was nonetheless
proud of her life's work, and found an "acceptable" way of telling her own part in the story.

Behind the Man introduces Ruth Gorman as one of Alberta's most interesting female historical figures - a
career woman struggling to balance home life and work obligations, overcoming frustrations at her hard
work being overshadowed by a more visible figure, and reminding us that there is always more than one
point of view when it comes to recording history.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

The book Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make reading a book Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada
(Legacies Shared) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a
publication Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Samuel Potter:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the
Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared) ended up being making you to know about other information and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Behind the
Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth
Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared). You never feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Ella Carlson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth
Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Marcella Baird:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth
Gorman, and the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created



for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Behind the Man: John Laurie, Ruth Gorman, and
the Indian Vote in Canada (Legacies Shared) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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