
First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and
the Struggle for Female Independence (Early

American Studies)
Sheila L. Skemp

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00B4FJB96
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00B4FJB96
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00B4FJB96


First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle
for Female Independence (Early American Studies)

Sheila L. Skemp

First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early
American Studies) Sheila L. Skemp

Judith Sargent Murray (1751-1820), poet, essayist, playwright, and one of the most thoroughgoing advocates
of women's rights in early America, was as well known in her own day as Abigail Adams or Martha
Washington. Her name, though, has virtually disappeared from the public consciousness. Thanks to the
recent discovery of Murray's papers—including some 2,500 personal letters—historian Sheila L. Skemp has
documented the compelling story of this talented and most unusual eighteenth-century woman.

Born in Gloucester, Massachussetts, Murray moved to Boston in 1793 with her second husband, Universalist
minister John Murray. There she became part of the city's literary scene. Two of her plays were performed at
Federal Street Theater, making her the first American woman to have a play produced in Boston. There as
well she wrote and published her magnum opus, The Gleaner, a three-volume "miscellany" that included
poems, essays, and the novel-like story "Margaretta." After 1800, Murray's output diminished and her hopes
for literary renown faded. Suffering from the backlash against women's rights that had begun to permeate
American society, struggling with economic difficulties, and concerned about providing the best possible
education for her daughter, she devoted little time to writing. But while her efforts diminished, they never
ceased.

Murray was determined to transcend the boundaries that limited women of her era and worked tirelessly to
have women granted the same right to the "pursuit of happiness" immortalized in the Declaration of
Independence. She questioned the meaning of gender itself, emphasizing the human qualities men and
women shared, arguing that the apparent distinctions were the consequence of nurture, not nature. Although
she was disappointed in the results of her efforts, Murray nevertheless left a rich intellectual and literary
legacy, in which she challenged the new nation to fulfill its promise of equality to all citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Maude Porter:

Here thing why this specific First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female
Independence (Early American Studies) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American
Studies) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no publication that similar with First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female
Independence (Early American Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent
Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Joyce Hazel:

The reserve untitled First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence
(Early American Studies) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of First
Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies)
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Lorraine Stark:

This First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early
American Studies) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle
for Female Independence (Early American Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.



Ruth Little:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early
American Studies). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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