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Painting the City Red illuminates the dynamic relationship between the visual media, particularly film and
theater, and the planning and development of cities in China and Taiwan, from the emergence of the People’s
Republic in 1949 to the staging of the Beijing Olympics in 2008. Yomi Braester argues that the
transformation of Chinese cities in recent decades is a result not only of China’s abandonment of Maoist
economic planning in favor of capitalist globalization but also of a shift in visual practices. Rather than
simply reflect urban culture, movies and stage dramas have facilitated the development of new perceptions
of space and time, representing the future city variously as an ideal socialist city, a metropolis integrated into
the global economy, and a site for preserving cultural heritage.

Drawing on extensive archival research, interviews with leading filmmakers and urban planners, and close
readings of scripts and images, Braester describes how films and stage plays have promoted and opposed
official urban plans and policies as they have addressed issues such as demolition-and-relocation plans, the
preservation of vernacular architecture, and the global real estate market. He shows how the cinematic
rewriting of historical narratives has accompanied the spatial reorganization of specific urban sites, including
Nanjing Road in Shanghai; veterans’ villages in Taipei; and Tiananmen Square, centuries-old courtyards,
and postmodern architectural landmarks in Beijing. In Painting the City Red, Braester reveals the role that
film and theater have played in mediating state power, cultural norms, and the struggle for civil society in
Chinese cities.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema and the Urban
Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema
and the Urban Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society). You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Erica Logan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema and the Urban Contract
(Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Painting the City Red:
Chinese Cinema and the Urban Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema and the
Urban Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Andrew Purdie:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema
and the Urban Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Painting the City Red:
Chinese Cinema and the Urban Contract (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) become your current
starter.

Arlene Miller:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or



real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Painting the City Red: Chinese Cinema and the Urban Contract (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can make you feel more interested to read.
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