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In Animal Minds, Donald R. Griffin takes us on a guided tour of the recent explosion of scientific research on
animal mentality. Are animals consciously aware of anything, or are they merely living machines, incapable
of conscious thoughts or emotional feelings? How can we tell? Such questions have long fascinated Griffin,
who has been a pioneer at the forefront of research in animal cognition for decades, and is recognized as one
of the leading behavioral ecologists of the twentieth century.

With this new edition of his classic book, which he has completely revised and updated, Griffin moves
beyond considerations of animal cognition to argue that scientists can and should investigate questions of
animal consciousness. Using examples from studies of species ranging from chimpanzees and dolphins to
birds and honeybees, he demonstrates how communication among animals can serve as a "window" into
what animals think and feel, just as human speech and nonverbal communication tell us most of what we
know about the thoughts and feelings of other people. Even when they don't communicate about it, animals
respond with sometimes surprising versatility to new situations for which neither their genes nor their
previous experiences have prepared them, and Griffin discusses what these behaviors can tell us about
animal minds. He also reviews the latest research in cognitive neuroscience, which has revealed startling
similarities in the neural mechanisms underlying brain functioning in both humans and other animals.
Finally, in four chapters greatly expanded for this edition, Griffin considers the latest scientific research on
animal consciousness, pro and con, and explores its profound philosophical and ethical implications.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness as the daily
resource information.

Bennett Fox:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Animal Minds:
Beyond Cognition to Consciousness provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Thomas Taylor:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Animal Minds: Beyond
Cognition to Consciousness can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Stephen Redmond:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness can make you
experience more interested to read.
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