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"Dear Master" is a rare firsthand look at the values, self-perception, and private life of the black American
slave. The fullest known record left by an American slave family, this collection of more than two hundred
letters?including seven discovered since the book's original appearance?reveals the relationship of two
generations of the Skipwith family with the Virginia planter John Hartwell Cocke.

The letters, dating from 1834 to 1865, fall into two groups. The first were written by Peyton Skipwith and his
children from Liberia, where they settled after being freed in 1833 by Cocke, a devout Christian and
enlightened slaveholder. The letters, which tell of harsh frontier life, reveal the American values the
Skipwiths took with them to Africa, and express their faith in Liberia's future and pride in their
accomplishments.

The second group of letters, written by George Skipwith and his daughter Lucy, originate from Cocke's
Alabama plantation, an experimental work community to which Cocke sent his most talented, responsible
slaves to prepare them for the moral and educational challenges of emancipation. George, a "privileged
bondsman," was a slave driver. His letters about the management of the plantation include reports on the
slaves' conduct and any disciplinary actions he took. Readers can sense George's pride in his work and also
his ambivalence toward his role as leader in the slave hierarchy.

Lucy, Cocke's chief domestic slave, was the plantation nurse and teacher. Her letters, filled with details about
spiritual, familial, and health matters, also display her skill at exploiting her master's trust and her uncommon
boldness, for she spoke against whites to her master when she felt they hampered his slaves' education.

"Dear Master" affirms that these slaves and former slaves were not simply victims; they were actors in a
complex human drama. The letters imply trust and affection between master and slave, but there were other
motives as well for the letter-writing. The Liberian Skipwiths needed American-made supplies; moreover,
the whole family may have viewed their relationship with Cocke as a chance to help free other slaves. In his
new preface, Miller reevaluates his book in light of changes in the historiography of American slavery over
the past decade.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Loza:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher
Books). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Santa McNabb:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family
(Brown Thrasher Books) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jesus Brewster:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown
Thrasher Books) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Marlene Tiggs:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown
Thrasher Books) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dear
Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books).
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