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The oddly named president whose shortsightedness and stubbornness fractured the nation and sowed
the seeds of civil war

In the summer of 1850, America was at a terrible crossroads. Congress was in an uproar over slavery, and it
was not clear if a compromise could be found. In the midst of the debate, President Zachary Taylor suddenly
took ill and died. The presidency, and the crisis, now fell to the little-known vice president from upstate New
York.

In this eye-opening biography, the legal scholar and historian Paul Finkelman reveals how Millard Fillmore's
response to the crisis he inherited set the country on a dangerous path that led to the Civil War. He shows
how Fillmore stubbornly catered to the South, alienating his fellow Northerners and creating a fatal rift in the
Whig Party, which would soon disappear from American politics—as would Fillmore himself, after failing
to regain the White House under the banner of the anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic "Know Nothing" Party.

Though Fillmore did have an eye toward the future, dispatching Commodore Matthew Perry on the famous
voyage that opened Japan to the West and on the central issues of the age—immigration, religious toleration,
and most of all slavery—his myopic vision led to the destruction of his presidency, his party, and ultimately,
the Union itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

The experience that you get from Millard Fillmore: The American Presidents Series: The 13th President,
1850-1853 will be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Millard Fillmore: The
American Presidents Series: The 13th President, 1850-1853 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the
item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of Millard Fillmore: The American Presidents Series: The 13th
President, 1850-1853 instantly.

Nydia Kelly:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read will be
Millard Fillmore: The American Presidents Series: The 13th President, 1850-1853.

Gabriel Reed:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Millard Fillmore: The American
Presidents Series: The 13th President, 1850-1853 is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Harriman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Millard Fillmore: The American Presidents
Series: The 13th President, 1850-1853 can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Millard Fillmore: The American Presidents Series: The 13th President, 1850-1853.
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