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Political moderation is the touchstone of democracy, which could not function without compromise and
bargaining, yet it is one of the most understudied concepts in political theory. How can we explain this
striking paradox? Why do we often underestimate the virtue of moderation? Seeking to answer these
questions, A Virtue for Courageous Minds examines moderation in modern French political thought and
sheds light on the French Revolution and its legacy.

Aurelian Craiutu begins with classical thinkers who extolled the virtues of a moderate approach to politics,
such as Aristotle and Cicero. He then shows how Montesquieu inaugurated the modern rebirth of this
tradition by laying the intellectual foundations for moderate government. Craiutu looks at important figures
such as Jacques Necker, Madame de Staël, and Benjamin Constant, not only in the context of revolutionary
France but throughout Europe. He traces how moderation evolves from an individual moral virtue into a set
of institutional arrangements calculated to protect individual liberty, and he explores the deep affinity
between political moderation and constitutional complexity. Craiutu demonstrates how moderation navigates
between political extremes, and he challenges the common notion that moderation is an essentially
conservative virtue, stressing instead its eclectic nature.

Drawing on a broad range of writings in political theory, the history of political thought, philosophy, and
law, A Virtue for Courageous Minds reveals how the virtue of political moderation can address the profound
complexities of the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Loza:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled A Virtue for
Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Samuel Tapp:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This A Virtue for Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political
Thought, 1748-1830 book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer involving A Virtue for Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political
Thought, 1748-1830 content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking A Virtue for
Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830 is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Terry Palladino:

This A Virtue for Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830 are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this A Virtue for
Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830 can be among the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that
might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Virtue for Courageous
Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830 forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

William Rocha:

This book untitled A Virtue for Courageous Minds: Moderation in French Political Thought, 1748-1830 to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from



your list.
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