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Since there is no shortage of excellent general books on elementary thermodynamics, this book takes a
different approach, focusing attention on the problem areas of understanding of concept and especially on the
overwhelming but usually hidden role of "constraints" in thermodynamics, as well as on the lucid exposition
of the significance, construction, and use (in the case of arbitrary systems) of the thermodynamic potential. It
will be especially useful as an auxiliary text to be used along with any standard treatment.
Unlike some texts, Methods of Thermodynamics does not use statistical mechanics as a crutch to explain the
subject. In the author's view, the student should learn to use the method of themodynamics in all its power,
applying it to any problem it may help solve. As the author states: "In view of the high level of confidence
which we place in thermodynamics, what is known thermodynamically is often considered to be known once
and for all…by restricting oneself initially to purely thermodynamic arguments, one can know what he does
know before entering domains where conclusions are less certain."
Major chapter headings in this volume include: mathematical apparatus, the first law of thermodynamics, the
second law and entropy, ideal substances, some useful formulas, internal equilibrium, and the extremal
properties of the entropy, thermodynamic potentials, phase equilibria in simple systems, osmotic systems,
systems which may perform surface work, systems in gravitational and centrifugal fields, elastic systems,
stability, and third law. 1965 edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics). Try to stumble
through book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) as your buddy. It means that it can to
be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Crystal Dewitt:

The book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read
a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Virgil Santamaria:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get previous to. The Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Sam Nielsen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on
Physics) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not



disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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