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This far-reaching study of maternal societies in post-Revolutionary France focuses on the philanthropic work
of the Society for Maternal Charity, the most prominent organization of its kind. Administered by middle-
class and elite women and financed by powerful families and the government, the Society offered support to
poor mothers, helping them to nurse and encouraging them not to abandon their
children._x000B__x000B_In Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood, Christine Adams traces the Society's key
role in shaping notions of maternity and in shifting the care of poor families from the hands of charitable
volunteers with religious-tinged social visions to paid welfare workers with secular goals such as population
growth and patriotism._x000B__x000B_Adams plumbs the origin and ideology of the Society and its
branches, showing how elite women in Paris, Lyon, Bordeaux, Rouen, Marseille, Dijon, and Limoges tried
to influence the maternal behavior of women and families with lesser financial means and social status. A
deft analysis of the philosophy and goals of the Society details the women's own notions of good mothering,
family solidarity, and legitimate marriages that structured official, elite, and popular attitudes concerning
gender and poverty in France. These personal attitudes, Adams argues, greatly influenced public policy and
shaped the country's burgeoning social welfare system.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in
Nineteenth-Century France. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-
Century France. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Aimee Simmons:

The book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century France make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century France to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century France. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Maria Green:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in
Nineteenth-Century France ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood:
Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-Century France is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal
Societies in Nineteenth-Century France. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Sandra Brown:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,



book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is Poverty, Charity, and Motherhood: Maternal Societies in Nineteenth-
Century France this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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