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Scott Spector’s adventurous cultural history maps for the first time the "territories" carved out by German-
Jewish intellectuals living in Prague at the dawn of the twentieth century. Spector explores the social,
cultural, and ideological contexts in which Franz Kafka and his contemporaries flourished, revealing
previously unseen relationships between politics and culture. His incisive readings of a broad array of
German writers feature the work of Kafka and the so-called "Prague circle" and encompass journalism,
political theory, Zionism, and translation as well as literary program and practice.

With the collapse of German-liberal cultural and political power in the late-nineteenth-century Habsburg
Empire, Prague’s bourgeois Jews found themselves squeezed between a growing Czech national movement
on the one hand and a racial rather than cultural conception of Germanness on the other. Displaced from the
central social and cultural position they had come to occupy, the members of the "postliberal" Kafka
generation were dazzlingly productive and original, far out of proportion to their numbers. Seeking a
relationship between ideological crisis and cultural innovation, Spector observes the emergence of new
forms of territoriality.

He identifies three fundamental areas of cultural inventiveness related to this Prague circle’s political and
cultural dilemma. One was Expressionism, a revolt against all limits and boundaries, the second was a
spiritual form of Zionism incorporating a novel approach to Jewish identity that seems to have been at odds
with the pragmatic establishment of a Jewish state, and the third was a sort of cultural no-man’s-land in
which translation and mediation took the place of "territory." Spector’s investigation of these areas shows
that the intensely particular, idiosyncratic experience of German-speaking Jews in Prague allows access to
much broader and more general conditions of modernity. Combining theoretical sophistication with a
refreshingly original and readable style, Prague Territories illuminates some early signs of a contemporary
crisis from which we have not yet emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Darius Cramer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Prague Territories: National Conflict and
Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's
Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Prague Territories: National Conflict and
Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism). You
never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Janet Steele:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Prague Territories: National
Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural
Criticism) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Larry Tatro:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Prague Territories: National Conflict and
Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Dennis Utley:

This Prague Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar
and Now: German Cultural Criticism) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it.



So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Prague
Territories: National Conflict and Cultural Innovation in Franz Kafka's Fin de Siècle (Weimar and Now:
German Cultural Criticism) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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