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An affectionate satire of the culture of self-indulgence, The Final Days of Great American Shopping exposes
the American obsessions with money, mass marketing, and material objects. In Belladonna, a gated
subdivision in upstate South Carolina, readers meet acolorful cast of characters doing their best to buy
happiness in a series of sixteen closely linked stories from the past, present, and future. Whether speed
dating, test driving cars, upsizing to dream houses, flying helicopters, or lusting after designer shoes, these
small-town spenders have good intentions that often go hilariously awry as they search for emotional and
spiritual comfort.

Gilbert Allen is a master at character development and the individuals in this collection are no exception.
Among them are the childless, emotionally distant couple Butler and Marjory Breedlove; the harried
appliance salesman John Beegle and his precocious, pole-dancing daughter Alison; and the one-handed
soccer wunderkind Amy Knobloch. Also featured are Ted Dickey the mastermind of the Mental Defectives
self-help book series and the undefeated Speed Dating Champion of the World; Jimmy Scheetz, the
pragmatic philanthropist behind Ecumenical Bedding; Ruthella Anderson, a retired first-grade teacher
addicted to Star Trek and to extreme couponing; and the mysterious Gabriella, an aging Italian beauty who
presides over Doumi Shoes.

Arranged chronologically, the stories span nearly a century. While most are set in the recent past or in the
immediate future, the book’s title story is set in 2084. It depicts a dystopian shopping mall worthy of George
Orwell, John Cheever, or Flannery O’Connor, and raises the question, “Can America survive international
terrorism, ecological apocalypse, and demographic disaster to morph triumphantly into the USAARP?”
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ramsey:

The book The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Final
Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Doris Stanford:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Final Days of Great
American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future giving you a different experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Joseph Benoit:

This The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and Future
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Violet Iverson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Final Days of Great American Shopping:



Stories Past, Present, and Future or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Final Days of Great American Shopping: Stories Past, Present, and
Future to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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