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The period of reform, revolution, and reaction that characterized seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
also witnessed an intensified interest in lesbians. In scientific treatises and orientalist travelogues, in French
court gossip and Dutch court records, in passionate verse, in the rising novel, and in cross-dressed flirtations
on the English and Spanish stage, poets, playwrights, philosophers, and physicians were placing sapphic
relations before the public eye.            

 

In The Sexuality of History, Susan S. Lanser shows how intimacies between women became harbingers of
the modern, bringing the sapphic into the mainstream of some of the most significant events in Western
Europe. Ideas about female same-sex relations became a focal point for intellectual and cultural contests
between authority and liberty, power and difference, desire and duty, mobility and change, order and
governance. Lanser explores the ways in which a historically specific interest in lesbians intersected with,
and stimulated, systemic concerns that would seem to have little to do with sexuality. Departing from the
prevailing trend of queer reading whereby scholars ferret out hidden content in “closeted” texts, Lanser
situates overtly erotic representations within wider spheres of interest.  The Sexuality of History shows that
just as we can understand sexuality by studying the past, so too can we understand the past by studying
sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Jones:

This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always
be worry The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 can bring any time you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Joyce Cassady:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a book
especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Sexuality of
History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Arthur Mead:

The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 although doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Shannon Thomas:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the
Sapphic, 1565-1830 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to



open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-
1830 can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of their time.
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